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Civil Air Patrol’s World War II Service 
 

 Some 200,000 men, women and teenagers from 
all walks of life participated in C.A.P. during the war 
years. Members of C.A.P.’s coastal patrols flew 24 
million miles from March 1942 through August 
1943 over the Atlantic and Gulf coasts in order to 
ward off German U-boat attacks against U.S. ship-
ping. The patrols spotted 173 U-boats and attacked 
57. They escorted more than 5,600 convoys and re-
ported 17 floating mines, 36 bodies, 91 ships in dis-
tress and 363 survivors in the water. 
 

 Civil Air Patrol members patrolled the country’s 
borders by air, vigilant for potential saboteurs. In 
addition, they towed targets for military trainees, 
watched for forest fires, conducted search and res-
cue missions, provided disaster relief and emergen-
cy transport of people and parts and conducted ori-
entation flights for future pilots. 
 

 In all, 65 C.A.P. members lost their lives in the 
line of duty by the end of the war. In-depth infor-
mation about Civil Air Patrol and its World War II 
missions and members can be found at 
www.capgoldmedal.com. 
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Civil Air Patrol's Bronx Cadet Squadron, Greater New York Cadet  

Training Group (BKCTG58), learning radio operations circa 1944/1945.  

(Photo courtesy of Raymond D'Alessandro. Edited by Major Peter Milano, NY Wing) 

  Herbert and Raymond D’Alessandro, from Bronx, 
New York, had a keen interest in airplanes and fly-
ing. This appeal led both brothers to join Civil Air 
Patrol in 1944, becoming cadet members of the 
Bronx Squadron, Greater New York Cadet Training 
Group (BKCTG58).  
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 Raymond fondly recalls running squadron 
meetings, as a cadet second lieutenant, with his el-
der brother Herbert, who promoted to cadet ser-
geant. Topics of study were drawn from the Pre-
flight Study Manual for Civil Air Patrol Cadets and 
included subjects such as the fundamentals of avia-
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tion, how to spot aircraft and getting in shape to fly. 
The D’Alessandro’s also received communications, 
first aid, physical fitness and water survival training 
with C.A.P.  
 

 “Civil Air Patrol trained me to be a pilot. I trained 
on single engine planes with duel controls out of 

(Continued from page 3) 

Floyd Bennett Field. 
We flew various air-
craft donated by 
people who couldn’t 
fly at the time be-
cause of the high 
price of fuel,” said 
Raymond.  Further-
more, the brothers 
received flight training from the Army Air Force on 
ground flight simulators called Link Trainers. “They 
wanted us to know how to fly their airplanes,” re-
calls Raymond, “since the war ending was not in 
sight.” They also participated in parachute training 
off of parachute towers with the Army.” 
 

 Herbert enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1946 and 
stationed at Fort Benning, G.A., serving as an engi-
neer.  After the service he worked as a mechanic in 
auto repair and went on to obtain his Federal Fire-
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2d Lt. Raymond D’Alessandro’s C.A.P. 

Cadet Membership Card dated 11/14/44. 
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arms License, running his own business selling and 
repairing firearms. 
 
 In 1948 Raymond enlisted in the U.S. Army 

and stationed with the 23rd Infantry Division at Ft. 

Lewis, W.A., seeing combat in Korea in 1951. He 

went on to attend the N.Y. Institute of Criminology, 

worked as a police officer for the City of White 

Plains, N.Y., the Westchester County Exec’s office 

helping veterans and currently assists veterans 

through the United Action Council for Veterans and 

Service Members, Inc. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Cadet Sergeant Herbert D’Alessandro’s 

C.A.P. Preflight Study Manual. 
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www.facebook.com/PutnamCountyCompositeSquadron 

C 
ivil Air Patrol, the longtime all-volunteer U.S. Air 

Force auxiliary, is the newest member of the Air 

Force’s Total Force. In this role, CAP operates a 

fleet of 560 aircraft, performs about 90 percent of continental 

U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air 

Force Rescue Coordination Center and is credited by the 

AFRCC with saving an average of 80 lives annually. CAP’s 

61,000 members also perform homeland security, disaster 

relief and drug interdiction missions at the request of federal, 

state and local agencies. In addition, CAP plays a leading 

role in aerospace/STEM education, and its members serve 

as mentors to over 26,000 young people participating in 

CAP’s Cadet Programs. Visit www.GoCivilAirPatrol.com or 

www.CAP.news for more information. 
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