
 

 

PUTNAM COUNTY  
COMPOSITE SQUADRON  
2019 RETROSPECTIVE 

MUSTANGS MARCH 2020 

CIVIL AIR PATROL/NEW YORK WING 

NY- 033 

AEROSPACE EDUCATION ï CADET PROGRAMS ï EMERGENCY SERVICES 

 P 
utnam County Composite Squad-

ron members worked hard all year 

and accomplished much in 2019. 

Underlining the efficiency of senior member 

instruction and cadet effort, the squadron 

earned the Civil Air Patrol Quality Cadet 

Unit Award, recognizing the squadron for a 

vibrant cadet corps ñthat displays strong pro-

gram fundamentals.ò  

 

 Award recipients were determined by their 

performance from Aug. 31, 2018 to Aug. 31, 

2019, meeting specific criteria in areas such 

as cadet achievement, adult leadership, aero-

space education, emergency services certifi-

cation, outside activities, encampment and 

orientation flight participation. ñWe are an 

outstanding squadron because we have out-

standing senior officers,ò said Major Elena 

MacDermant, squadron commander. ñWe 

have outstanding cadets because our senior 

officers constantly mentor and guide them.ò 

 The following activities and achievements 

illustrate the squadronôs commitment to the 

Civil Air Patrol mission. 
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 Nine rocketry medals were awarded to ca- 

dets through the Aerospace Education Pro-

gram. Cadets studied, among other topics, the 

aerodynamics of flight and radio controlled 

aircraft, built and launched model rockets and 

mini-drones, and assembled telescopes to 

view the stars. 

 

 The squadron CyberPatriot team achieved 

platinum level going into the cyber defense 

Regional Competition. The Air Force Associ-

ation program, designed to inspire high 

school and middle school students towards 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оύ 

Putnam Squadron Recognized 

as Quality Cadet Unit 
 By Major Peter Milano, Public Affairs 
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ñThe mission of the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program 

is to transform the youth of our nation into dynamic 

Americans and aerospace leaders through a curric-

ulum of  leadership, aerospace, fitness and charac-

ter while simultaneously providing service to the 

local community.ò 
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careers in cybersecurity and other STEM dis-

ciplines, affords cadets hands-on training with 

leading edge technology designed to combat 

cyber threats. 

  

 Cadet Second Lieutenant Diego Gonzalez 

earned the Brigadier General Billy Mitchell 

Award which marks completion of Phase II of 

the CAP Cadet Program, recognizing cadets 
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for sustained excel-

lence in leadership, 

aerospace, fitness, and 

character. He also 

served on staff at the 

NY Wing Encamp-

ment as NCO in 

charge of services and 

was awarded as top 

encampment NCO. 

 

 Cadets Chief Master Sergeant Nicholas 

Ahern, Second Lieutenant Diego Gonzalez, 

Staff Sergeant James Sullivan and Second 

Lieutenant Jaime Virola completed Hawk 

Mountain Ranger School in Pennsylvania. 

During the week long search and rescue 

school cadets gained hands-on experience in 

navigation, team mobility, search operations, 

crash site procedures and survival skills. 

 

 Cadet Second Lieutenant Virola also at- 

tended the Air Force Space Command Famil-

iarization Course in Florida. This highly se-

lective course provides an in-depth view of 

Air Force Space Command and provides in-

formation on related civilian, military, and 

public sector careers. 

 

 Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Eduardo 

Gonzalez attended Pararescue and Survival 

Training at Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque, 

NM. He was one of 20 out of 60 students to 

graduate from the mentally challenging and 

physically demanding course. 

 

 Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Steven John- 

ston graduated from the Northeast Region 

Honor Guard Academy. The program is de-

signed to prepare cadets to serve on color 

guards and honor guards while simultaneous-

ly furthering their individual character devel-

opment. Cadet Johnston was appointed 

squadron honor guard commander and trains 

the squadron teams. 

 

 Cadets SMSgt Maggie Mahoney, CMSgt 

Evan Regan and A1C Tara Rothenberg at-

tended week long training to develop their 

leadership skills at the New York Wing En-

campment held at Stratton Air National 

Guard Base in Scotia, NY. 

 
ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пύ 
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Civil Air Patrol offers a wealth of exciting opportunities 

for cadets inspired to take an active part in aviation, 

aerospace, emergency and community services. 

Visit C.A.P. Cadet Programs 
and 

 

/ŀŘŜǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ WΦ hϥ.ǊƛŜƴ ±C² tƻǎǘ мотп ƻƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 
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/κ{{Ǝǘ /ƻǊǊƛƴŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ /κ!м/ ¢ŀǊŀ wƻǘƘŜƴōŜǊƎΣ /κ!м/ wƻŎŎƻ 
wŀǇƛǎŀǊŘŀΤ /κ¢{Ǝǘ CǊŀƴƪ 5ƛaƛŎŎƻΣ /κ{Ǌ! aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tŜǊŜƛǊŀΦ 

 Cadet Staff Sergeant James Sullivan was 

nominated by U.S. Representative Sean Pat-

rick Maloney to the U.S. Military Academy at 

West Point. 

 

 Cadet and senior members were active in 

the community, holding a C.A.P. Congres-

sional Gold Medal award ceremony, provid-

ing color guard at VFW and other events, 

marching in various parades, participating in 

the Putnam County 4-H Fair, assisting with 

the Veterans Chow Down and leading cere-

monies on Wreaths Across America Day. 

They also assisted at the 2019 New York Air 

Show and participated in state-wide search 

and rescue exercises. 

 

 Senior members conducted comprehensive 

training in additional areas such as communi-

cations, search and rescue, character develop-

ment and safety. 

 

 In addition to the squadron Facebook page 

(Putnam County Composite Squadron, Civil Air Patrol), 

squadron public affairs launched a compre-

hensive web page at ny033.cap.gov. Visitors 

can learn about Civil Air Patrol programs, 

squadron activities, read local and national 

C.A.P. news, and see a calendar of upcoming 

events. Links are also provided for member 

specific information and interests. 
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 Reflecting on 2019 Major MacDermant 

noted, ñOur cadets work hard to achieve their 

goals. I am so very proud of them and I am 

honored to work with each and every one of 

you.ò 

Cadet Flying 

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/cadets







































